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“I CAN’T TELL YOU HOW COOL 
IT IS TO SHOOT LITTLE BITTY 
GROUPS IN THE DARK!”

clear between the muzzle of the rifle and the backstop 
berm before we fired a round in the darkness. I can’t 
tell you how cool it is to shoot little bitty groups in the 
dark. 

Dad and I agreed that we must go wild hog hunting 
with this set-up. Hogs are notorious for showing up to 
a bait site well after dark to avoid possible danger, and 
with this being the tail end of deer season, after dark 
movement was what the hogs were doing at our hunting 
lease. We had our Moultrie Game camera at our hog- 
bait sites capturing what time the hogs were showing 
up. We arrived at the lease mid-morning and checked 
the camera. Just as we suspected, the hogs were hitting 
the bait every night about an hour after dark. We set up 
a portable Ameristep ground blind forty yards from the 
bait. It is important to make yourself as comfortable as 
possible when hunting. It is amazing to me how some 
hunters work very hard to set up just the right spot and 
pattern the game only to sit and wait in an uncomfortable 
position. You must try the Rackpack system by Magnus. 
It is the most comfortable ground blind chair / pack I have 
ever used! 

We had everything just right and settled in. Just like 

Below: Left side of ATN Scope mounted 
on a Ruger SR-556.

Above: Right side of ATN Scope mounted on Ty’s custom Remington 700 in .22ppc.
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clockwork the hogs showed up about an hour after dark. 
You may wonder how we knew the hogs were at the bait 
site if it was dark. Two ways: one, I could hear them; and 
two, the Moultrie trail camera flash would go off. I placed 
the rifle on the Stoney Point Pole Cat shooting sticks and 
turned on the scope. I did not load the rifle until I was 
certain of my target. Besides, the hogs were not going 
anywhere because they were sure the situation was safe 
because of it being dark and quiet. It was not dark and 
quiet for long! The bark of the .22ppc broke the silence and 
the muzzle flash brightened the darkness for a fraction of 
a second.  I could not believe how clear the sight picture 
was on the hogs and how well the retical worked. After 
the shot, Dad asked, “Did you get it?” It took me a second 
to realize that Dad 
could not see the 
big hog laying 
dead because of 
the darkness. I told 
Dad, “Yes, I shot a 
big sow!” He could 
not believe that I 
could see the hog, 
yet know that it was 
a sow was even 
more unbelievable! 
We waited a few 
minutes and then 
eased out of the 
ground blind to 
check out the hog. 
Sure enough, it 
was a great sow 
that was nice and 
fat and would make 
great table fare. We 
hiked out to get the quad and loaded the sow up and 
headed back to camp. The weather was nice and cold, 
which gave us a little more time to take photos before 
butchering had to begin. Back at camp, we fired up the 
small generator and had the hog in a cooler in no time.

The next day’s plan was to get up early to re-bait 
our set-ups and return to camp for eggs and fried 
hog tenderloin. Wow, my mouth is watering as I am 
remembering the smell and taste of that particular 
breakfast! After breakfast we worked around camp, cut 
firewood, worked on food pots, and basically killed time 
until dark. Yup, we were headed out again!

We settled in at the same spot just as it was getting 
dark, and like clockwork more hogs showed up after 
dark. The Moultrie trail camera flashed and the woods 
sounded like a train was coming through it. I turned on 
the ATN scope and sighted with an open chamber. I told 
Dad that there must be twenty or more hogs at the bait. 
I loaded the rifle and took aim. After a few minutes, Dad 
asked me what was wrong and why wasn’t I shooting? 

I told him that I was waiting for a big sow to clear the 
others for a good shot. When the moment was right, I 
squeezed the trigger and sow number two was on the 
ground. Again Dad asked, “Did you get it?” I said, “Yes, I 
shot the big sow.” We gave it a few minutes to quiet down, 
and we approached the sow. That is when Dad confessed 
to not believing me the night before when I said that 
the scope was clear enough to tell a boar from a sow! 
Another fat sow that had fried tenderloin and sausage 
written all over it! We started hiking out to get the quad 
when Dad’s big flashlight spotted a rabbit. I told Dad to 
turn out the light and give me a cartridge for the rifle. It is 
legal in Texas to hunt rabbits at night. I turned on the ATN 
and rested the rifle on the Pole Cat sticks and sighted the 

rabbit. Dad almost 
scared it away when 
he asked me ten 
times, “Do you see 
it?” I squeezed the 
trigger and added a 
rabbit to the gumbo 
pot! 

I can’t say 
enough about the 
ATN scope. It worked 
flawlessly and, quite 
frankly, amazed 
me! Dad and I are 
heading out soon 
to hunt coyotes and 
bobcats. I’ll keep 
you posted.

Oh, check out 
the cool Aurora 
headlight I am 
wearing from 

Princeton Tech - every hunter should have one.
Adults remember, “Every kid is waiting to be invited 

outdoors. Ask them!”

Contact Information

Ameristep - Blind: www.ameristep.com
ATN - Guardian Night Scope: www.atncorp.com
Moultrie Feeders - Game Camera: www.moultriefeeders.com
Princeton Tech - Auroa Headlight: www.princetontec.com
Remington - Rifle: www.remington.com

Do you have an article about a junior shooter? Are 
you a junior who would like to tell a story about your 
shooting or hunting experiences? Tell us about your 
shooting club. Coaches, here is a chance to promote 
your club. Contact us at (208) 629-8967. 

We Want Your Article!



Fo r  mo re i n f o rma t i o n v i s i t  s i g s aue r . c om

®

Publication: Junior Shooters     Trim Size: 8.250 x 10.750       Bleed Size: 8.5 x 11.25       Issue: Spring-Summer 2010    Date of Creation: April 8, 2009  

It looks like the legendary SIG556®, but look again.
It’s the SIG522 Rifle firing affordable .22LR.

The new SIG522 has the look, feel, and action of the classic military-style SIG556 rifle... yet it costs much less,  

and fires affordable .22LR rounds. The full-size semi-auto SIG522 features a button rifled barrel with flash suppressor, 

light weight aluminum receiver with integral Picatinny rail, Swiss-style folding stock,  

and a 25-round magazine. To find out more about how to get the look, feel, action, and dependability of the SIG556, 

combined with .22LR caliber affordability, check out the new SIG522 at www.sigsauer.com – on the double!

IntRoducInG the new 
™

(�Shown�with�Optional�Mini�Red�Dot�Sight ,�forend�

rail�kit ,�and�Tact ical�Light�&�Laser)

SIG_SAUER_Junior_Shoot-FP-Spring/Summer-2010.indd   1 5/10/10   10:36 AM



www.juniorshooters.net38

The Edge 
from AirForce Airguns

The first time you see the AirForce Edge sporter 
class air rifle it gets your attention. The sleek design, 
eye-catching colors, and precision, jump out at you. This 
pneumatic air rifle is produced in the USA with all of the 
things I’ve been looking for in a serious air rifle for my 
juniors program. The first outing with this rifle was to our 
local indoor range. My plan for the evening was coaching 
my juniors team for upcoming matches. This wasn’t going 
to allow time to test our rifle. Lucky for me, a fellow coach 
had some other juniors there at the range for a fun night 
with no specific training goals in mind. 

So I offered them an opportunity to use the Edge. I 
wasn’t surprised by the initial interest. The only thing I 
asked them was to give me their honest evaluations. And 
evaluate they did. Here are some of the written comments 
I got. Alisha says “I liked it; it’s fast and quick.” When I 
asked her to explain, she said that the action was easy to 

By: Terry Bowers

get to and very simple to operate.  This is also one of the 
first things that many shooters notice about the AirForce 
rifles. The bolt and action design give the greatest 
access to the breech I’ve seen. This allows more time to 
concentrate on shooting; less lost or fumbled pellets and 
more fun. Other comments were, “It’s amazing. Smooth 
and cool!” “Shoots awesome!! “Shoots really accurate.”  

The looks of the Edge are striking, but looks aren’t 
everything. Even so, the Edge lives up to its looks with 
equally striking features like adjustable length of pull, 
adjustable trigger, and the ambidextrous cocking knob. 
These are all features found on very few, if any, other 
sporter class rifles. 

However, the list goes on. The TS-1 rear sight is 
another impressive item. Designed to fit a standard 
11mm dovetail mounting base, the sight is adaptable to 
most airguns on the market. Also, the sight aperture uses 
the standard European metric thread so an adjustable 
aperture may be used. I liked the positive physical and 
audible “click” of the windage and elevation knobs. The 
large sight clamp knob holds the sight securely on the 
rail. The hooded front-sight mounts securely to the 
muzzle extension using two set machine screws. I like 
the floating aiming point front-sight insert that comes 
standard with this sight. 

The rifle air tank can be filled using a high pressure 
hand pump or by using a SCUBA tank. The tank can be 
filled to a max pressure of 3,000 psi. I found filling the 
tank was easy using my SCUBA tank. Because of the 
unique design of the Edge, the tank is also the rear stock 
and cheekpiece. In our case, our rifle came with the K 
valve fill system with the quick disconnect. This worked 
well to fill the tank. The Edge is capable of 100 shots per 
fill. 

If you have other airgun fill adaptors, be careful to 

“The TS-1 rear sight is another 
impressive item!”
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The Edge

“Awesome!
Smooth!
Accurate!
Cool!”

Eleanor from Payette, Idaho at the Nampa, 

Idaho indoor range testing out the Edge.
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read the instructions from AirForce. I found that I had 
removed the K-valve adaptor to install one of the other 
manufacturer’s adaptors and had installed the K-valve 
fill system from AirForce, only to have air leak past the 
valve around the K-valve. This was easily corrected but 
overtightening without the adaptor in place will damage 
the threads on your tank. 

The flexi-weight system is one of the unique features 
of the Edge. I’ve got to hand it to AirForce. Not only have 
they come up with a good system for balancing this 
rifle for different shooters in various shooting positions, 
but they made it easy to recreate settings like weight 
distribution and forearm rail placement with numbered 
top and bottom rails. The weights go on the rifle easily. 
Their horseshoe shape and simple O-ring retaining 
system are quick and readily changed by the shooter or 
reconfigured for different shooters. 

The sight rail and the upper and lower barrel rails 
on the rifle are numbered so that accessories can be 
removed and reinstalled in precise locations for different 
users. That is a very important advantage in a shooting 
program. Even the portion of the muzzle extension 
where the flexi-weights can be added for balance has 
graduated lines that allow the user to be able to recreate 
weight locations. These lines are also on the adjustable 
length of pull bar. 

The trigger is two-stage and has an adjustment for 
finger pad height. It can be adjusted using a 1/16th Allen. 
The trigger is light—in my opinion, too light. However, it 
must be understood that no manufacturer makes a good 
heavier trigger in air or small-bore rifles. This is not to 
say the trigger is bad. It is just this coach’s opinion that 
training a new shooter is easier with a 2 ½ pound trigger 
as opposed to a 20 oz. trigger. Both can be learned and 
both are okay as long as they are safe, first of all, and 
consistent, lastly.  

If I had any suggestions for AirForce about the 
Edge, they would be small enhancements. One would 
be standardization of adjustment Allen screws. The 
butt plate cheek rest and length of pull are all 1/8th inch 
adjustments. However the forearm adjustment is 3/32nd. 
This may be because of the bottom rail systems overall 
width. The truth is that it is almost completely irrelevant 
because the forearm accessory rail itself is a standard 
hand stop rail, and the hand stop can be adjusted over 6 
inches within it. 

From a shooter’s or coach’s point of view, adjustments 
have been made easy to get to and standard. All of the 
commonly changed adjustments are either tool-less or 
are a standard 1/8th inch Allen. You can adjust the butt 
plate length of pull and cheekpiece with one tool. And the 
hand stop can be adjusted within the forearm accessory 
rail over 6 inches.   

The action is single shot and the safety is part of the 
charging-handle. The handle has three positions: Fire, 
with the breech closed; Dry fire, with the charging-handle 

all the way forward and which releases the trigger but 
doesn’t release air; and safe, which allows the action 
to remain open and visible. I like the fact that I can see 
the charging-handle safe position so easily. This makes 
policing the line much easier. 

As a juniors coach I am always looking for better ways 
to improve my athletes’ performance and chances of 
success. Often equipment is a limitation to that success. 
Quality, ease of use, and versatility are all important parts 
of equipment evaluations. When a new product comes 
along that increases the chance of a young athlete 
finding that success at an affordable price, the choice is 
easy. Thank you, AirForce Edge. 

www.airforceairguns.com

The stock is adjustable in height 
and length while the pistol grip 
is very comfortable and the 

trigger extremely light.

Cody - Emmett, Idaho.
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Receiver and 
pistol grip

Alex, Payette, ID.

Mary from Nampa, idaho after
shooting the Edge.
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Shooting For Your College
By: Glenn Sapir, Director, Editorial Services, National Shooting Sports Foundation

When making the important decision of college selection, 
factor in the opportunity to shoot.

Star high school athletes often select their college 
based on being able to continue developing their skills 
while they compete at the chosen university.  Some 
student athletes even receive scholarships. 

More and more students are shooting for such 
opportunities, literally and figuratively.

Competitive shooting is more popular than ever 
among people of high school age. Some high schools 
even have interscholastic competition, and the concept 
is picking up steam.  In fact, as this article was being 
written, a bill that encourages every school district 
in Missouri to promote and include trap shooting as a 
high school sport was being introduced to that state’s 
legislature.

The Scholastic Clay Target Program, originated by 
the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) and 
now administered by the Scholastic Shooting Sports 
Foundation, has presented considerably more than 
30,000 young shooters the chance to compete in skeet, 
trap and sporting clays over the last 10 years as an out-
of-school, adult-supervised activity.

For a few of the most talented, the Olympic Shooting 
Team has presented a fitting next step.  In fact, at the 
2008 Summer Olympic Games in Beijing, China, SCTP 
alumni Vincent Hancock and Corey Cogdell won gold 
and bronze medals, respectively.

For those high-school graduates who don’t see the 
Olympic Team as a realistic next step, however, more 
and more colleges are presenting opportunities through 
clubs and inter-collegiate squads to continue to develop 
their shooting skills.  Some of those universities even 
offer shooting scholarships, just as many universities do 
for their highly recruited basketball, football and other 
competitive sports teams.

Bub Edwards, shooting coach for Bethel University 
in McKenzie, Tenn., believes his college provides an 
excellent education for his students while allowing 
members of the team to hone their skills and compete 
against talented shooters from many of the nation’s other 
colleges and universities.

“The learning platform at Bethel is both face-to-
face classroom, as well as online, learning,” Edwards 
said.  “Full-time students receive a state-of-the-art 
laptop computer as part of their tuition, and wireless 
Internet is available across the campus, so students can 

Students who have competed in programs like SCTP 
(top) can hope to eventually make the USA Shooting 
Team (opposite page right), but a more likely next step in 
developing their shooting skills may occur at the college 
level (above and  opposite page left).
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The Collegiate
Shooting Sports Initiative

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF) is the trade 
association of the hunting and shooting 
sports, firearms and ammunition 
industry.  As such, it strives to preserve 
the shooting and hunting heritage in this 
country while promoting and protecting 
those pastimes.

A valuable way that NSSF can help 
fulfill that goal is through its Collegiate 
Shooting Sports Initiative.

Visit www.nssf.org/college to learn 
more about this initiative.  Download 
the helpful booklet on how you can get 
involved in “Establishing a Collegiate 
Shooting Sports Program,” as well as 
the grant application guidelines. 

conveniently access information.”
Edwards takes pride in the athletic and academic 

achievements of the school’s intercollegiate sports 
program.

“Eight of Bethel’s 2008-2009 athletic teams qualified 
for their respective national tournaments, and more than 
65 student athletes were recognized as having a 3.0 
GPA or better,” he reported.

Bethel does offer scholarships, including assistance 
to some members of its shooting team.

“Shooting scholarships are offered for up to four 
years, representing $50,000 to $80,000 in assistance,” 
Edwards added.

In addition, all shooters receiving a shooting sport 
scholarship are given their shells, targets and shooting 

apparel.  Furthermore, travel for the team is covered, as 
are the entry fees and the necessary fees to the national 
governing bodies of the particular shooting sports in 
which the student is competing.

One of Bethel’s scholarship recipients said, “The 
shooting sports program gave me a chance to go to a 
private university that focuses on academics, as well 
as giving me the opportunity to continue my shooting 
from the Scholastic Clay Target Program during my high 
school years.  I would not have been able to do this 
without the help of my scholarship.”

NSSF, which established the SCTP program, is the 
trade association for the hunting and shooting sports, 
firearms and ammunition industry.  Its mission is to 
promote, protect and preserve hunting and the shooting 
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sports, and it constantly supports ways to achieve that mission.
One of NSSF’s more recent initiatives to help build shooting participation 

at universities has been the establishment of the Collegiate Shooting Sports 
Initiative (CSSI).

Zach Snow, NSSF’s senior shooting promotions coordinator, said “The 
Collegiate Shooting Sports Challenge Grant Program is growing the shooting 
sports at the collegiate level by providing direct grant assistance to colleges 
and universities seeking either to establish new shooting clubs and teams or to 
strengthen existing programs.

One of the goals of the program,” Snow added, “is to provide more 
opportunities for students to participate in the shooting sports at both the club 
and competitive levels.”

NSSF has developed a Web site specifically devoted to CSSI, and there 
you can view PDFs of a brochure on “Establishing a Collegiate Shooting 
Sports Program.”  It empowers college students to take the initiative of getting 

NSSF’s Zach Snow coordinates 
the Collegiate Shooting Sports 
Initiative

things rolling.  As awesome a challenge as helping 
to start a college shooting program may seem, the 
excellent suggestions in the brochure make it possible 
to accomplish the task.  Creating such a program will 
not only benefit you, but your fellow students who shoot, 
and may lay the groundwork for the development of a 
full-fledged intercollegiate shooting team that may not 
only compete against shooters from other universities, 
but may also offer financial assistance to members of 
the team.

When making a decision on where to pursue your 
college education, don’t exclude the possibility of 
continuing to develop your shooting skills at the same 
time that you broaden the other aspects of your life that 
comes with the collegiate experience.

The National Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) awarded a total of $102,000 in grants to 15 
American colleges and universities in 2009 as part 
of its Collegiate Shooting Sports Initiative (CSSI). 
Some of those grants have been used as seed 
money to launch new shooting clubs and teams.  
Other schools have channeled the funds to expand 
existing programs and publicize them on campus by 
developing Web sites and hosting “fun shoots.”

The colleges range across the country and vary 
in both size and exposure.

“Among the recipients were Fort Hays State 
University in Kansas and Harvard University and 
Harvard Law School in Massachusetts,” pointed out 
Zach Snow, NSSF’s senior shooting promotions 
coordinator, who administers CSSI. “Awards ranged 
from $4,000 to $7,500,”  he added.

To read more about the CSSI grants 
awarded in 2009, visit www.nssf.org/newsroom/
releases/2009/122109.cfm.

Grants Awarded in 2010
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More Sources 
on Collegiate Shooting

To learn more about colleges and universities 
that field intercollegiate shooting teams, some of 
which may offer financial assistance for members 
of those teams, contact:

• The National Rifle Association of America 
(NRA) http://www.nrahq.org/compete/coldir.asp; 
collegiate@nrahq.org, telephone 703-267-1473

• ●The National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) http://www.ncaa.com/sports/c-rifle/ncaa-
c-rifle-body.html

• ●Collegiate Rifle Coaches Association (CRCA) 
www.collegerifle.com/; crcarifle@gmail.com

• ●The American College Unions International 
(ACUI)  http://www.acui.org/; mjsmith1@acui.org

• ●The National Shooting Sports Foundation www.
nssf.org/college;  zsnow@nssf.org.  

• Become a fan of the CSSI Facebook page, http://
www.facebook.com/NSSFcollege

Though the majority of collegiate shooting programs are 
shotgun sport oriented, there are still colleges that have 
other excellent olympic style shooting sports such as 
precision shooting: both smallbore and air rifle.

NSSF Mission Statement
To promote, protect and preserve hunting

and the shooting sports.
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Black’s creek range
Public Shooting Range

Open
Th, Fr, Sa, Su, Mo

Hours
9:00am - 7:00pm

Closed
Tues & Wed
Boise, Idaho

Shooting Matches or Target Shooting
• Black Powder Cartridge Silhouette
• Cowboy Action Shooting
• Lever Action Silhouette
• .22 Silhouette
• Muzzle Loading

(208) 342-9614
www.blackscreekrange.com
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International Skeet Spring Selection Match
USA Members Selected for the 2010 World Cup In Beijing, China

By Jon Michael McGrath II 
Photos by: Ervin Photography

The International Skeet season is off and running.   
The first shoot of the year was in March, 2010, at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, which was the Spring Selection 
Match.  This match determined who will represent the 
United States at the 2010 World Cup in Beijing, China.  
As the match got started on Monday, March 23, 2010, 
it was a little cool.  But it warmed up in the afternoon. 
There were a number of new shooters, and several of 
them had their first perfect round of hitting 25 targets in 
a row.  The group that posted their first 25 straight were; 
Tim Carter, Jokob Keldsen, Luke Daffern, Adam Ozier 
and Remington McBee. There were participants from all 
over the United States, including the Shotgun Team from 
Lindenwood University in St. Charles, Missouri. 
 

USA Men’s Skeet Team for 2010 Beijing, 
China, World Cup Competition

1. BJ Blanchard (TX)
2. Mark Weeks (MI)
3. TJ Bayer (TX)

USA Women’s Skeet Team for 2010 
Beijing, China, World Cup Competition
1. Jaiden Grinnell (WA)
2. Caitlin Connor (LA)
3. Alexander Chiang (CA)

In August, 2010, a group of six men and six women 
will represent the United States at the ISSF World 
Championship in Munich, Germany, in the discipline of 
International Skeet.

Editor’s Note: Jon Michael McGrath II is a member 
of the United States Shotgun team in the discipline of 
International Skeet. He is 17 years old and a senior at 
Bishop Kelly High School, in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Following 
high school he will move to Colorado Springs to train at 
the United States Olympic Training Center. He writes for 
Junior Shooters in each issue, and you can check out 
more of his articles at www.juniorshooters.net.

International Skeet Shooting Foundation (ISSF):  
www.issf-sports.org
Ervin Photography: www.ervinphotography.com

BJ Blanchard had a perfect round of 25 straight in the 
match finals to win the USA Spring Selection Match and 
capture the Gold Medal.
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Mark Weeks introduces the United States Skeet Team that will compete in the ISSF World Championship 
in Munich, Germany.  (L to R) TJ Bayer (TX), BJ Blanchard (TX), Jon Michael McGrath (OK), Shawn 
Dulohery (MO), Sean McLelland (TX), Vincent Hancock (GA), Brandy Drozd (TX), Caitlin Connor (LA), 
Jaiden Grinnell (WA), Amber English (CO), Haley Dunn (IA) and Kim Rhode (CA).

USA Shotgun Team member BJ Blanchard with his 
parents following his win at the USA Shooting Spring 
Selection Match at Fort Benning, GA.

Editor’s Note: Jon 
Michael McGrath II - 
Right, taking time off 
from school and a busy 
shooting schedule. Top 
- One of the top skeet 
shooters in the country 
with his USA Shooting 
cap and Krieghoff K-80
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Scope Mounting
By: Hannah Bowers (14)

My Dad and I decided to mount a scope on my 
Savage model 110 hunting rifle using the Wheeler Scope 
Mounting Kit from Caldwell Shooting Supplies, given to 
us to test by Editor-In-Chief Andy Fink. Since I had never 
mounted a scope before, this was a completely new 
experience for me. 

We watched the instructional DVD before starting, 
and I would recommend that you do so as well. It explains 
the kit and how to use it step by step. First, Dad and I 
set the rifle up in a gun vise and put the scope rings in 
place on the scope base of the rifle, which was already 
attached to the receiver of the gun. Scope rings are not 
included in this kit, so we bought ours at a local sporting 
goods store, The Outdoorsman, in Ontario, Oregon. 

Next, we started the alignment. This is straightening 
the rings in order to have a level scope. Using the steel 
alignment bars included in the kit, we leveled the rings, 
making the bars meet as perfectly as possible in the 
center. It is nearly impossible to get the bars exactly 
straight, so close will do. Then we took the bars out and 
rubbed lapping compound on the inside of the rings with 
our fingers. This helps remove the finish from the inside 
of the rings, which makes the scope stay in place more 
securely. 

We then put the handled lapping bar inside the rings 
and moved it back and forth in order to remove most of 
the finish from the inside of the rings. Because there is 
a removable handle on the middle of the lapping bar, it’s 
best not to put it on until the bar is in place. It might be 
necessary to loosen the scope rings in order to allow the 
bar to slide, but you don’t want it to be too loose or the 
finish won’t wear equally.  

After 80% of the finish had been removed, as 
suggested in the instructional DVD, we cleaned the rings 
and set the scope in them, tightening them just enough 
to keep the scope in place. 

Then using the “Level-Level-Level”, also included in 
the kit, we leveled the crosshairs. You do this by setting 
one level on top of the scope, and the other, which is 
specially designed and magnetized for this purpose, in 
the open action of the rifle until it is aligned straight up 
and down. After checking the crosshairs and the scope 
alignment, we applied the purple thread locker to keep 
the ring screws in place.  Then using the torque wrench 

we tightened the screws to just the right amount. After 
letting it dry for an hour or so, we had a professionally 
mounted scope, ready to take out and sight. 

I found the instructional DVD very helpful in aligning 
my scope, and recommend this kit to anyone who wishes 
to have a professionally mounted scope. The difference in 
quality and performance from an amateur job is obvious, 
and I would not mount a scope any other way now that I 
have tried this Wheeler Engineering Professional Scope 
Mounting Kit.

Contact Information:
Caldwell Shooting Supplies: 
www.battenfeldtechnologies.com
Savage: www.savagearms.com
The Outdoorsman www.theoutdoorsmaninc.com

Hannah and her left-handed Savage in .243 
after mounting her Bushnell 3x9 scope.
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Included in this kit:
• Firearm Accurizing Torque (F.A.T) Wrench
• 10 Gunsmithing Screwdriver Bits
• Level-Level-Level
• 1” Scope Ring Lapping Bar
• 30mm Scope Ring Lapping Bar
• 1” Scope Ring Alignment Bars
• Lapping Bar Handle
• Lapping Compound 
• Thread Lock
• Instructional DVD

All shooting and gunsmithing accomplished 
under adult supervision. Photos taken by 
Terry (dad). Photo taken from in front of the 
barrel was made using a remote camera.
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conservation in africa
By: Ty Weaver (14)

The most frequent questions and comments that 
I hear from people about my Africa Safaris are; “What 
happens to the meat?” “A Zebra! How can you shoot a 
horse?” “An elephant! You can shoot elephants? I thought 
they were going extinct?”

Let me answer all these questions. The meat from 
the safaris is donated to local villages, schools, and 
prepared for the hunters while on safari. In some areas, 
African villages rely on safari hunters to provide vital food 
for the village. Nothing goes to waste, nothing from any 
animal!

A zebra is not a domestic horse. It is a wild animal 
that is one of the most challenging plains’ game animals 
to hunt in all of Africa. They are sly and very skittish. 
They keep distance between themselves and hunter 
or predator. They approach a waterhole with extreme 
caution, even letting other animals pass them to see 
what happens. The villages depend on zebra meat as 
part of their survival. I have eaten it in chili and I must 
say it is quite tasty. We Americans make the mistake 
of associating them with a pet. However, they are wild. 
Hunting them keeps their population in check, which 
helps to prevent disease and starvation.

Elephant numbers are on the rise in many African 
countries. In parts of Zimbabwe elephants are a big 
problem to the forests, crops, and even pose a threat to 
villages as their increased numbers have forced them 
closer and closer to villages. My Dad recently visited 
Zimbabwe where the landscape had been destroyed by 
huge elephant herds. Most large trees have been pushed 
over or reduced to shrubs due to elephant numbers.

During my Dad’s visit, a few local villagers came 
running at their safari truck yelling in their native language. 
They were telling the safari operator that two elephant 
bulls came into the village last night and destroyed two 
huts and raided their crops. When my Dad returned to his 
camp, he found that the elephants had paid him a visit 
as well. They damaged his chalet, ripped up the banana 
trees and the waterlines. The safari outfitter received a 
Problem Animal Control Permit in case the elephants 
came back. Later that afternoon, an elephant returned 
and charged right into camp. Dad had to quickly grab 
a client’s rifle and shoot the bull at nine paces from the 
dining quarters! 

After the commotion, the village elder was summoned 
and the butchering of the beast started. Young and old, 
male and female, all had a place and a job in the process. 
The tail was cut off and presented to my Dad. A young 
boy made bracelets from the hair of the tail for every 
member of my family. The hide was stripped for leather. 

The meat and all the internal organs would be used. 
The oils from the bones and skull were rendered. The 
only thing remaining was what was inside the stomach 
and intestines! The ivory tusks were given to the wildlife 
officials. That night every village had a fire and feasted on 
fresh meat. The remaining meat, stomach and intestines 
were hung to dry for later use.     

In the African countries that allow hunting, animals will 
never be threatened to extinction. Hunting is a vital part of 
the economy and food for the citizens. They manage the 
numbers of each species very closely to ensure that they 
will flourish forever and will continue to provide income 
and food for their particular countries and villages.

And remember; “Every kid is waiting to be invited 
outdoors. Ask them!”

tyweaver13@yahoo.com 

The giraffe is the tallest of all 
land-living animal species.
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The warthog’s 
name comes from 

the four large 
protrusions on its 
head which serve 

the purpose of 
defense when 

males fight.

The gemsbok is a large African antelope.

Al Weaver, Ty’s dad, with a group of Zimbabwe 
natives out in the bush.

The springbuck is a mediulm sized gazelle. 
They can reach running speed of up to 56-

mph.
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Gunsmithing
The 1911

Featuring: Smith & Wesson

By: Robert “Doc” Krone
RK Gunsmithing

Smith & Wesson 1911
customized by Robert

Old gun, great gun,
Yep, the design is going be 

100 years old next year, and as 
gun people, you would think we 
would want to gather the latest 
and greatest. For me, sometimes, 
but the Colt Model 1911 semi-
auto pistol remains one of the 
best designs not only to hold 
but to shoot. There are many 
manufacturers of the 1911 such 
as, Colt, Kimber, Springfield 
Armory, and STI to name a few. 
Newbies pop up all the time and 
many custom shops such as Bar-
Sto specialize in building 1911s. 
A name that has been known for 
quality jumped into the 1911 arena 
a few years ago, that is, Smith and 

Wesson (S&W.) Their gun is, as you might expect, put together snuggly, good 
looking, and with modern features of the new century. 

 I could ramble on about the gun for about a week, but I won’t.  You’re welcome. 
But I will say this: The 1911 does take a large amount of training to 
really squeeze all the potential out of it but the reward for that effort 
is a gun that feels very natural in all hands, big and small, a very light 
and short trigger, and very accurate. S&W’s 1911s fill this bill. Yes, 
being a gunsmith and a custom gunbuilder, I can’t leave anything 
alone - - I know, I know, - - but...with just a few minor upgrades, the 
Smith 1911 was turned into a top-end shooter.

 I fitted a barrel bushing to the barrel and the slide to tighten 
the lock-up. I then added a heavier guide rod to tame the recoil 
of the .45 ACP just a tad more. A new fire-control system was 
put in to allow the shooter to get the best trigger pull available.  
Finally, I installed a new mainspring housing with an integrated 
magazine well for a little weight balance to the rear and to aid in 
feeding the magazines into the gun a bit easier.

I always tune or upgrade the spring set to the shooter and 
their load, and tune the magazines for optimum reliability. You 
will find that an issue with some high dollar 1911s is that they 
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are very accurate but a bit finicky when it comes to 
reliability. The Smith and Wesson 1911, along with some 
tuning, carry through both worlds with flying colors. The 
upgrades that I did on the Smith 1911 sound huge, but 
really were just a finishing touch on the gun. There is 
nothing on the 1911 that cannot be upgraded, nothing. 
Do they all need it? No, but some will benefit much more 
than others.

 The 1911 series of guns present a unique 
opportunity for young shooters to step up to the best of 
all worlds early, to learn trigger control, proper grip, and 
sight alignment that adult shooters would agree rival the 
champion shooters of yesterday and today.

 Owning a 1911 is, I think, a step above most other 
firearms. The history, the feel, the accuracy, they all 
combine to give one a very special feeling of ownership. 
You’ll see.

We’ll talk soon.     www.rkgunsmithing.com
Shoot safe.                   

The frame, slide, barrel and ambi/extended 
thumb safety. Extremely well made and factory 
fit, comfortable in the hand and shootable for all 
ages.

Some custom add-ons, A Comminoli heavy guide rod 
puts weight out front to help a touch with recoil; a Wilson 
hand-fit barrel bushing, not too tight, not too loose; and a 
Smith and Alexander mainspring housing with an integral 
magazine well. This balances out the pistol, nice lines for 
looks and gives the shooter just a touch more magazine 
well to insert the magazine quickly with.

Cylinder and Slide’s top-end, fire control group along 
with a EGW trigger. Looks great, excellent trigger feel, 
not cheap, but will last a LONG time and pretty easy to 
install as well.

A look at Smith and Wesson’s slide, safeties, and the 
barrel. All these parts have been looked at very closely, 
tuned, polished, and or left alone - to give a great shooting 
experience for the lucky owner. (I wish it was me!)
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SHOT Show 2010
By: Emily Pilkington (16)

I went to the SHOT show in Las Vegas, Nevada in 
mid-January with my dad. SHOT stands for Shooting, 
Hunting, Outdoor Trade Show. The SHOT show is where 
all the big outdoor companies come to show their newest 
outdoor equipment. I had never been to a large show 
like this before. There were two floors crowded with 
people; each floor was about the size of about 10 football 
fields. There were a lot of neat booths and displays. All 
of the large gun companies were there like Colt, Perazzi, 
Remington, and Winchester. Each booth had a large, 
lush carpeted area where all of their merchandise was 
displayed. Most items were there for you to touch and 
handle. There were many things there that were new 
and interesting. Some of my favorite things were the 
biometric handguns, safety garment, and Crosman’s full-
auto airsoft rifle.

The Armatix Smart System is by far the neatest thing 
I saw. The Armatix Smart Gun is a .22 pistol that can 
only be fired if its matching biometric watch is within 
15-inches of the pistol. The watch can be activated by 
a fingerprint, PIN code, or voice. Armatix offers several 
other ways of securing firearms. One way is by putting 
the gun’s barrel onto a metal rod, which will secure the 
gun by small pieces of metal sticking out and locking into 
the barrel. You can store several guns side by side on 
a stand this way. Armatix also offers a way to keep a 
beginner shooter “on target.” It has a sensor that knows 
when the gun is pointed towards the target, and the gun 
can only be shot if it’s aimed towards the target. 

While I was walking around, two men in black clothing 
started fighting. Only it wasn’t a real fight; it was a pretend 
fight to show how tough MTP safety garments are. MTP 
clothing is cut-proof and super durable. It’s made for 
people like police officers who might have real hand-
to-hand fighting with knives, or other sharp objects. I’ve 
never thought of cut-proof clothing, but the idea makes 
perfect sense. 

Many large airgun companies were there, like 
Crosman. At the Crosman booth I got a chance to see 
and shoot the Crosman Pulse R70 Full Auto Airsoft Rifle. 
It’s not quite the same as a real machine gun, but it’s 
really nice for an airsoft gun. Crosman had several new 
guns on display, including a made in America break-
barrel air rifle.

After two days of walking around for hours, my feet 
were tired and sore. I happened to walk by a booth called 
Happy Feet. The Happy Feet company sells squishy gel 
insoles that are supposed to make your feet ‘happy’. I 
was quite excited that maybe the gel insoles they sell 

AirForce Edge looks really techno-modern. They 
should use it in C.S.I.

The Biometric handgun by Armatix is really cool!

The Biometric system - handgun and watch
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“It seemed like every booth had at least one pink 
gun it, but I wouldn’t want to own one.”

“The bottom two knives are my favorites that I carry 
every day. The little SOG knife was given to me at 

the show. It’s a super cute knife and I love it!”

“Camo prom dress anyone?”
would provide my feet with some relief. My dad and I both 
bought a pair, and I’ve been using them every day and I 
like them. At first, they feel like walking on a marshmallow, 
but after walking in the insoles for awhile, you really don’t 
notice the jelly, squishy feeling. They definitely helped my 
tired feet feel better at the SHOT show.

One other unique thing I saw was “Hot Pocket” style 
sandwiches. The sandwiches can last from 6-18 months 
depending on the weather conditions. I tried to go back 
to their booth to try the sandwich and see how it tasted, 
but I got lost because there were so many booths there.

I was told that the show was so huge you can’t even 
see it all in four days, so you have to pick what you want 
to see ahead of time. It would have been nice to have 
been able to walk around and see more stuff. I really 
wish they had offered a guided tour. That would have 
been really awesome!

“This was a really cool 
BB gun repeater.”
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KIDS’ GEAR!
By: Andy Fink & contributors

BROWNELLS
“Need shooting accessories? 
Brownells has everything you 

can imagine!”
WOW! Do you need shooting accessories to go with 

your firearm? What about optics, mounting equipment, 
slings, magazines, cleaning materials, and parts? 
Brownells carries just about anything you can imagine. 
They usually have different brands and types of most 
of their products such as gun cases. I also like to go to 
Brownells for safety products such as safe chamber flags 
and dummy rounds. Safety is the most important factor 
when shooting, and we should all be reminded of that.

Junior Shooters has been working with Brownells 
since it started publication. We have found them to very 
supportive of promoting juniors and the shooting sports, 
and their customer service is excellent! We seriously 
recommend you check them out at www.brownells.com.

Magazines & magazine 
pouches - they have just 
about anything you want.

(1): a 100-round Beta Mag shown with 
an S&W M&P-15. (2): Brownells carries 
all kinds of range bags: camo, black, and 
even pink to support a cure for cancer. 
(3): MAKO AR-15 magazine connectors. 
(4): Focus holster for a GLOCK.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
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Safety is always important. (5): Safe 
chamber flag, or indicator, is always 
recommended. This one is shown in the 
chamber of a Sig Sauer SIG522LR. (6): 
Safe dummy rounds for practice and 
instruction. (7): The competition double 
velcro belt is sturdy, secure, and lets 
you hang your gear on the outer belt, 
and then take it off easily when you are 
not shooting.
www.brownells.com

Brownells’ Harris bipod, 30-round Ruger mini-14 magazine 
and leather sling are a great combination for this Ruger 
Mini-14 Target model. The scope is a Bushnell 6 X 24 Elite 
4200 that when combined with the Ruger 
Mini-14 Target & Black Hills 68-grain 
.223 achieves a four-
shot group of four 
inches @ 500 meters.

(5) (6)

(7)
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Computer Electronic 
Dynamics (CED) has some 
of the best shooting gear
around. Their rechargeable CED 7000 timer is perfect 
for action shooting events, and we are using their 
chronograph extensively in getting ballistic data. 
www.cedhk.com

Radians makes outstanding 
shooting products such as the 
T-85 shooting glasses (top)
and custom molded ear plugs 
(left). Check them out at:
www.radians.com.

Tack Driver Gun Rest From Caldwell Shooting Supplies 
By: Hayden Hixson (15)

Do you hate sighting in your gun because you find that 
it is hard to keep it steady? If that’s your problem then 
you should get the Caldwell Tack Driver gun rest. With 
the Tack Driver, your gun will be perfectly steady. It’s the 
right size for either a rifle or pistol.  It comes empty out 
of the box so you need to have it filled. I recommend 
you use rice, as it does an excellent job.  If you are in 
the market for a portable gun rest, before you make your 
decision, you really need to check out the Caldwell Tack 
Driver.  You will be amazed at how steady and accurate 
you can be by shooting on one of these.  Photo is of 
brother, Dallin. 

Great shooting accessories at:
www.battenfeldtechnologies.com

All photos taken by an adult. Shooting conducted under 
adult supervision.
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KIDS’ GEAR - continued
I have always liked Leatherman 
tools and have one riding on my belt 
constantly. Their new Super Tool 300 
is an excellent choice for anyone 
who needs more than a pocket knife. 
www.leatherman.com.

Left: All kids like flashlights and a headlight works great while 
camping, hunting, or hiking. Princeton Tec makes some really 
nice ones at very reasonable prices. Check them out at:
www.princetontec.com.

Bottom left:  Camouflage booney hats are excellent for the 
outdoors and protect your face from the sun. Bonus: They are 
also COOL! From Altus Brands - www.altusbrands.com.

Bottom right: Laserlyte has a variety of new bore sight 
combinations for use while sighting in your guns. We have been 
using the Laserlyte bore sight kit for sighting in all of our rifles 
after mounting scopes which saves both time and ammunition. 
www.laserlyte.com.
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By: Myron (Dad) & Chance Anton 

So, can I go hunting?  I’ve been really good and 
have done everything you’ve asked me to.  So, can I go? 
Please?  My dad and I just stared at my mom with our 
big puppy dog eyes and waited anxiously for a response.  
Mom told me to go to my room so they could discuss it.  
As I peeked around the corner, I saw her lips move and 
dad give her a great big hug so I knew she must have 
said yes.   

Dad ran into my room, threw open my closet doors, 
tossed my hunting clothes on the bed, and said, “Get 
dressed Bud, we’re going prairie dog hunting.” OH MY 
GOSH, I couldn’t believe it.  Dad always said I could go 
hunting when I was older.  I put my clothes on so fast 
that I forgot to take my other shirt off. I ran downstairs, 
and dad was already packing the cooler and the car. 
Awesome! We get to go hunting and have a picnic!  This 
is going to be one heck of a day. I put my hiking boots on 
and ran to the car.

We left the house, and dad was telling me all of the 
rules I have to follow if I want to hunt all day.  He’s told me 
many times before that when out hunting you can’t have 
any mistakes. A quick trip to McDonalds and an hour 
later we were there. We stopped to talk to the landowner, 

and dad was asking questions about where to go. Prairie 
dogs had been destroying the farmer’s land and he had 
two calves that had broken their legs in prairie dog holes. 

This is going to be a great day. We pulled up to a 
dry creekbed and started getting things ready. I was so 
excited.  Dad would always come home from hunting and 
tell me stories. Now, I would be able to tell my own.

Before we left, dad made sure that I knew how to 
tell if the gun was on fire or safety and how to check if 
the gun is unloaded. He told me there is no reset button 
once you pull the trigger so you always have to make 
sure a gun is pointed in a safe direction. The gun was 
a Marlin Model 917VS chambered in 17HMR mounted 
with a 3x12x40 Barska scope.

As we were walking, dad was telling me that we 
should try to walk slowly, be very quiet, and to watch out 
for cactus. 

As we stopped and peeked over the edge, I couldn’t 
help myself “THERE’S ONE RIGHT THERE!” Next thing 
we knew, there was barking all around us and prairie 
dogs running everywhere. Now I know what dad meant 
by being quiet - oops. There was a prairie dog out there, 
and I wanted dad to take the first shot. So he set up the 
bi-pod and I covered my ears and waited...POP!  It fell 
over as I jumped to my feet to go check it out.  “WHOA” 

So, Can I Go Hunting?
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dad said, and explained that I was getting too excited. I 
should slow down because when people get too excited 
they stop hunting safely.  

I settled down. I saw another one off to my left and I 
told dad. There were some old junk cars down lower by 
the creek so we moved towards the cars so they would 
screen us from the prairie dogs as we got a little closer. 
“You want to try this one?” dad asked.  “Oh boy, do I,” I 
said, as I sat down and he helped me set up.  

Wow! This gun is heavy I thought to myself, but with 
the bi-pod I could hold it steady and had full control.  I 
pushed the safety forward and pulled the trigger. OH NO, 
all I saw was dirt fly. Dad said I was really close. Oh well, 
next time I thought. Then dad said there was another 
one straight out from us. He showed me how to work the 
top turret on the scope to match what the range finder 
said. I held the gun tight, clicked the safety and POP, dirt 
again! What am I doing wrong? I was trying so hard. Dad 
said that I should try to hold the gun steady and slowly 
squeeze the trigger and not to pull it too fast. There were 
still some other prairie dogs out there, but dad thought 
they were a little too far for the gun we were using. We 
snuck back into the creekbed and worked our way down.  

I had dad take a few shots because I wasn’t feeling 
lucky. Dad was going to take a shot at a prairie dog and 
he lay down.  All of a sudden, I heard him yell. “Aach!  He 
had rolled over on a cactus.  

We were on our way to another spot when I saw 
something on the side of a hill. I wasn’t sure what it was 
so I asked my dad. “It’s a jackrabbit!” The farmer had 

All shooting and photos were accomplished 
under adult supervision

told us that the jackrabbits were destroying his trees and 
plants and they needed to be thinned out. 

We lay down on the side of a steep hill.  I moved the 
stock so the crosshairs would be on target. Left, then 
right, then up, and left. By this time my eye was getting 
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dizzy, so I had to pull away and try to refocus. I rested and 
tried again. After a little bit of adjustment, it finally looked 
like a good shot, so I slowly squeezed the trigger… POP!  
I missed that one.

Dad got out the food and we had a picnic on a big 
rock. As we were talking, another jack rabbit caught 
dad’s eye and we watched it walk to the end of the field 
and stop. We quickly put down our lunch and got set up. 
I held the gun, and this time it felt good. It was so hard 
to hold the gun steady with my heart pounding so fast I 
could actually hear it.  I put the crosshairs on his shoulder 
right where dad said I should and slowly squeezed the 
trigger…POP. There was no dust and the rabbit didn’t 
move. “What happened? Did I miss again?” Dad told me 
to wait a bit, he dropped his head and he was sure I got 
him.

He picked up the gun and said “Let’s go get him.” 
Oh, my gosh! I could hardly wait.  Did I really get him?  
As we walked up to him, I kept my eyes on him, just to 
make sure he wouldn’t run. There he was, laying there.  I 
couldn’t believe it. I don’t know who had a bigger smile, 
me or my dad. “That was a perfect shot, Chance, right 
through the shoulder, very nice. Though the jacks need 
to be thinned out, we don’t want any animal to suffer. A 
clean shot is always important.”  

As he put his hand up, I gave dad a high five and we 
took a of couple pictures. We went back to the rock to 
finish our lunch and dessert. What a great ending to a 
hard but perfect day. Almost all of my friends don’t even 
have or know how to use a BB gun and I got to go out in 
the wilderness and actually go hunting with a real gun. 
This was so awesome! All I know is that I have to practice 
a little more, and I know dad would love to take me to the 
range again. The hardest part will be waiting for the next 
hunt.  I’m ready, though!

There is no minimum age for hunting in North 
Dakota, but anyone under the age of 15 afield 
with firearms must be under direct supervision 
of a parent, guardian, or adult authorized by 
their parent or guardian. Residents do not need 
a license to hunt prairie dog, and a license is 
not required for fur bearing animals. Additional 
hunter education requirements include: Hunters 
born after December 31, 1961 must complete 
a certified state or provincial hunter education 
course in order to purchase a North Dakota 
hunting license. Exceptions: Persons who hunt 
only on land they own or operate, and youth 
under age 12 if they have appropriate licenses 
and are accompanied by a parent or guardian.

My Best Friend
By: Ron Sonntag

Beans & Novels, LLC, has released it’s new children’s 
book, My Best Friend, written by Kim Doyle, and based 
on the story of the warm and loving friendship between 
Doyle’s young son, Matthew, and their family dog, Boots.  
The book highlights the boy and pet relationship and 
chronicles a journey of unconditional love, friendship, 
loss, and joy.  It is a tale of friendship, along with a heart-
breaking good-bye.   

The 40-page My Best Friend book is available for 
$19.99 online at www.amazon.com, www.faithtalk.tv. 
www.beansandnovels.com, and at www.lightsource.
com. Doyle said she would be donating a portion of 
the proceeds to OPERATION: H.O.P.E.  (“Helping 
Other People Everyday”), a new mission initiative being 
launched on Faithtalk.TV. Some of the proceeds will also 
go to local, and international, charitable causes and 
mission work.

In a religious message, the book also reveals another 
important friendship of Matthew’s, his relationship with 
Jesus, his friend who would never leave him. Artistically, 
the book features compelling illustrations by artist Lori 
Vanslett, and each page includes inspirational bible 
verses.

 Kim Doyle formed a passion for serving the Lord 
after an injury led her to reflect on her life’s purpose and 
priorities. Several of the verses in My Best Friend are 
from her life and faith journey. She began her personal 
ministry in a coffee shop where she met to offer bible 
study and encouragement to women.  Over time, Doyle’s 
mission has grown to include senior outreach, inner city, 
tweens and teens, support of deployed service men and 
women, and international missions.

Doyle co-hosts and produces Faithtalk.TV 
programming (available through Lightsource.com by 
the Salem Web Network) and is a member of Women 
in Christian Media. Doyle’s goal is to use relevant 
media venues to communicate the love of Jesus Christ.  
She currently resides in Hartland, Wisconsin, with her 
husband, two children, and two dogs.
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