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Dear Cam,

First, I want to thank you for your e-mail thanking me for helping
you prepare for your very first rifle match. A “Thank you” is
sometimes the only reward a person gets for taking the time
and energy to help another person out, and yours was very
gratefully received. I’d like to take a few minutes of your time to
go back over what we did to get ready for your county wide 4-H
shooting event.

At our first practice, we checked out each piece of equipment,
talked about the three competitive shooting positions and
practiced them, finding out where the most convenient places
were to put each item; shooting mat, ammo block, shooting
stand for off hand, and kneeling roll for the kneeling position.
Then we attended your 4-H .22 rifle workshop and got some
live fire practice. This was a good learning experience because
some practice was had as well as a chance to see some wrong
ways of doing things. (You can always learn by watching people
do things the wrong way as well as the right way).

At our next practice, we went to the range and both you and I
shot five different brands of .22LR ammo to see which one
would perform best in your rifle. We already knew that your
Savage Mark I, Cub, was just about a perfect target rifle for a
beginning rifle competitor. The weight and stock configuration
were both comfortable and workable for you. Then the addition
of a William’s Foolproof rear sight with an adjustable aperture
and a Lyman 17A globe front sight completed the requirements
for a great piece of competitive rifle equipment. After firing quite
a few rounds, we picked the one that shot best. In the process
we also learned that holding the butt of the rifle against your
shoulder with your left hand helped to tighten up your hold and
improved your accuracy, both in the supported and the prone
positions.

Two weeks later, I went with you to your muzzle loading
workshop (as if getting ready for the .22 event wasn’t enough).
That event gave you some more practice time cleaning, loading
and shooting your Thompson Center .45 cal “Seneca” and you
did very well, including paying attention to all the additional safety
rules that apply to muzzleloaders.

Then, the day before the county shoot we went out and you had
a chance to shoot at steel targets at the approximate distances
that you would shoot in the match. I know that you agree that
this was a big help in determining how far off you would need to
aim to hit the targets at the greater distances. Every day of
practice helped you gain more knowledge and experience in
shooting both .22 and muzzle loading rifles.

Then came the big day and (unfortunately), results did not match
expectations! Again however, although you didn’t shoot as well
as you had hoped, you still took First Place (after an exciting
shoot off) in the Junior category, Muzzle loader and a third place
in the Junior category for .22 rifle. So, even though your scores
weren’t what you had hoped for,
you performed quite a lot better
than most of the others in your
category, and you have every
right to feel proud! I certainly am
proud of you!

When (or if) you decide to
compete again, I will be most
happy to help in any way I
can.

Love, Grandpa
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Look Left!    Look Right!    Look Center!
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