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or all of which may not be reported in the particular article and which this magazine has not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is intended to constitute a manual for the use of any
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You can make a difference. Yes, whether you are
a junior or an adult, you can make a difference in
the shooting industry. Your attitude, demeanor,
appearance, and how you treat others are important.
They not only reflect on you, but also on how the
public views all of the sports that involve shooting.
Life skills such as respect, concern for others, safe
handling of firearms, patience, focus, vocabulary, and
a positive attitude can make a difference on the
shooting range. Spectators watch and see not only
how much fun shooting is, but also what types of
attitudes are displayed. Do people help each other?
Are they friendly? Is it too competitive? Are the
competitors courteous and friendly toward each
other? Are they friendly toward the spectators?

The answers to all of the above questions are
important in the way we conduct ourselves on the
range and at shooting events. The vast majority of
people who participate in the shooting sports are very
helpful, friendly, and respectful of others. In fact, I
would estimate that 99 percent of the participants
act this way. However, every so often I find someone
who speaks in a foul manner, or who gets mad at
their shooting and throws a magazine on the ground,
or stomps off upset. Sometimes I say something to
them about it and other times I don’t, but I should,
and I think about it afterwards. These displays of
unseemly behavior can ruin a person’s shooting
experience. They can turn a person who has come
out for the first time to watch or shoot into an anti-
gun person who now associates people that
participate in the shooting sports with unruly behavior
and because of that type of behavior, dangerous –
not the type of person who should own and shoot
firearms.

We can’t let this happen! Be cognizant of your
attitude and how others are relating to you when you
are shooting, and also off the range while discussing
the shooting sports. Help others enjoy the shooting
sports with the right attitude. Explain the rules to new
shooters so they will understand.

Another area that affects a new shooter ’s
attitude, as well as that of spectators, is safety. Safety
should always be of primary concern, not only on
the firing line, but off the firing line as guns are
handled in and out of gun cases. Safety should
always be on your mind. Remember to never point a
gun at anyone and never put your finger on the
trigger until you are ready to shoot. Larry Haley has
some interesting thoughts regarding firearms safety
in his Firearms Safety column this issue. Please
check it out and pass on these thoughts to others.

Have fun and shoot safe.
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o you need a youth shotgun of excellent quality at a
reasonable price? A beginner’s shotgun for youngsters of

small stature should have low recoil, be easy to swing, function
well, and have a reliable safety system. Any time you start a
youngster shooting, one of the most important things to consider
(besides safety) is recoil. I recommend starting out young juniors
between the ages of 8 and12 with a 410-gauge single-barrel
shotgun with a short length-of-pull (LOP – the distance from the
butt of the stock to the trigger). Once they are comfortable with
both handling and shooting then it is fairly easy to move up to a
20-gauge. The next question may be what operating type is
preferred: single-barrel, over and under, pump, or semi-auto. Some
portion of the decision certainly rests with what type of shooting
sports the youth is planning to participate in. Another major factor
in selection could very well be cost.

Charles Daly has a couple of great youth shotguns to choose
from. We had the opportunity to test out

two of them; a pump and a semi-
auto. Both are imported from

Turkey and both are very light
weight. The semi-auto only
weighs 5-pounds and the
pump 5-3/8-pounds. This
makes them much easier
to control than heavier
shotguns. Both have 22”

barrels, a 12-1/2” LOP, and have light-weight aluminum receivers
and synthetic stocks. One of the nice features of each shotgun is
that they are both upgradeable to a full-size adult stock. Now, the
prices, the semi-auto cameo retails for $564 and the pump Field
Hunter VR-MC Youth model for $289. These are pretty good prices
for an outstanding shotgun that is upgradeable in size.

Both shotguns have a manual button safety on the rear side
of the trigger guard similar to many youth rifles. When the button
is pushed all the way to the right and only black is showing it is
safe. Pushed in to the left it shows red, indicating it is ready to fire.
The semi-auto has a bolt release on the left side of the frame so
you don’t want to lay it down on its left side as the release may
activate and the bolt could close. The forearm and handgrip on
both shotguns are excellent with the checkering eliminating any
unwanted movement. The buttstock pads help reduce recoil and
the sights are clear and easily picked up as the gun is swung to
the shoulder. Both firearms functioned flawlessly. The camouflage
coloring of the synthetic stock of the semi-auto is excellent and
will blend right in when hunting. I found only two minor problems.
One is that though the fitting is just about perfect for both guns,
there was a slight bit of extra plastic on the right grip where the
synthetic stock met the metal on the pump gun we received,
although this was fine once filed down. I feel that the trigger pull
on the semi-auto is quite heavy so would recommend it being
adjusted. I was very pleased with both firearms and feel that they
would make excellent guns to start any youth on for any of the
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shotgun sports, including field hunting. It is always nice to have a
shotgun of this type in case you have youngsters who go shooting
with you.

Now for the fun stuff, having the kids shoot and test the guns.
I first brought the guns out to Payette with me and had Cole Furtney
(11) and Sarah Bowers (16) try them out. Both of these juniors
had tested guns for me before, but they were not heavily into the
shotgun shooting sports. We tried out the pattern at 15 yards. The
semi-auto was right on target and the pump was just a little high.
We only shot a few rounds that day as it was late. Both Cole and
Sarah were impressed with the function, balance, light weight,
low recoil, and enjoyed shooting them.

Okay, now on to the experts. I called up the parents of a couple
of young, very proficient, trap shooters out at the Caldwell Gun
Club. Both parents talked to their sons to see if they were interested
in testing out these shotguns for me. Before you know it we were
at the range. I asked each of them to provide me with a little
biography about themselves and their shooting interests along
with comments about the guns. Here is what they had to say.

Philip:
My name is Phillip Barrus. I am 12 and I like to play outside

with my dogs. I enjoy riding my motorcycle, reading, playing the
piano and Guitar, and I like to eat. Yes, I do hunt. This last year I
went pheasant and goose hunting. I play track and field and run
cross country, and I don’t shoot any other sport than trap; other
than occasionally going to a range to shoot rif les.

 I have won nine awards in trap shooting including two state
champion awards (one for singles and one for handicap) and
just recently shot my first 50 straight. Awesome! The last two
weeks I beat every one in my class, or in
junior, and have been doing well. In the last 3 weeks I shot a 78
(not that great) 92, 93, 86, 92, 85, 86, 92, and 95 (that is the one I
shot my 50 straight on.)

I thought about the guns Max and I shot and decided that
those two guns would be good field guns for smaller built kids. I
am 5' 5” and have been shooting a BT-99 with a 34-inch barrel for
almost a year so the gun was a bit small for me, but I think that
some kids would really like those guns for shooting. I looked up
the prices and they are pretty cheap too. I liked the pump better
than the semi-auto but thought that they both were good guns. As
Max mentioned, I felt that the trigger pull of the semi-auto was a
bit hard. I think that if I could change anything about the pump I
would put a small bead in front of the front site and I thought that
the trigger was too far for my finger to reach. I realize that these
are not trap guns but I think that would help. And if I could change
the semi-auto I would do the same thing. This is totally my opinion,
but I think that a pump action gun is better for kids to learn safety
with. Thanks again for letting us shoot those guns. It was fun.
 Max:

My name is Max  Hillman and I am 12 years old. I am in 6th
grade and I live in Nampa Idaho. I like sports especially football,
wrestling, and track. I like “plinking” with .22s and target shooting
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with air guns but shotguns are my favorite kind of gun. I have
been trap shooting for about three years now, competitively for
about two years. I was the 2007, PITA (Pacific International Trap
Shooting Association) sub junior state champion in both the
singles and handicap events. In 2008, I was the PITA sub junior
state doubles champion. I love camping and fishing (steelhead).
I have a dog named Fido that is one year old. We are trying to
train him to hunt upland game.  I am really looking forward to
hunting this fall. My dad and I plan to hunt for deer, elk, and
upland game birds. I have never been big game hunting so it
will be interesting. I like Rubik’s Cubes and can solve them in
about a minute.

Max’s Comments on the Charles Daly Youth Semi-auto:
The recoil was really light, hardly even noticeable. The trigger

pull was heavier than what I am used to so it would take more
than a few shots to get used to it. I found myself “jerking” the
trigger to get it to fire. It was lightweight and really easy to point
and carry around. The camouflage looked cool!  The action
was easy to operate and there were no misfires. The safety
was simple and didn’t take a lot of work to use. For a smaller
guy like me, it was nice to hold a gun that fit and was light
enough in recoil and weight to carry and shoot. If the trigger pull
could be adjusted, I could see this being a very good hunting
gun.

Max’s Comments on the Charles Daly Youth Pump:I liked
that it was really light but balanced. The trigger pull was lighter
than the semi auto. Recoil was similar to the semi-auto recoil.
The action was smooth and easy to close and open. Ejecting
the spent shells with the pump action feels cool. It was easy to
load. The only problem that I had with it was a little flaw in the
stock that cut my finger. After my dad filed it down, it worked
great. This gun was much easier to hit targets with than the
semi auto. I was able to hit 9/10 with it (even with my trigger
finger bleeding.) It was a fun gun to shoot and I liked it. I could
see myself hunting birds with this gun.

It is so nice to have two young gentleman like Phillip and
Max that jump at the chance to shoot and test new firearms. I
am very appreciative of their interest and their parent’s support.

Ammunition used for testing was B&P 20-gauge # 7-1/2
shotshells provided by Kaltron

Contact Information:
Charles Daly:   www.charlesdaly.com

B&P Shotgun Ammunition:
 www.bandpusa.com
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The Ruger 10-22, .22 long rifle semi-automatic rifle, can
anyone say anymore, what a great firearm, hours of shootin’ fun,
tons of after-market accessories, no recoil, even I feel like a kid
when I shoot mine. Wow, okay, enough of that, first as always
unload and clear the chamber, then check again. First off with the
10-22, as with all .22 rifles, .22 ammo is notoriously dirty so it
won’t take long to gum up the works. As I have said before. a
clean gun runs better so a quick rod and patch thru the barrel and
maybe a basic wipe down of the receiver and bolt. Can’t get in the
action real well, ok here we go.

1) Check again for no cartridges anywhere!
2) Unscrew the forward barrel band screw and remove the

forward from the rifle.
3) Unscrew the screw just in front of the magazine, this

screw generally doesn’t come all the way out so don’t worry.
4) Depress the safety just slightly and tip the action off the

stock, you’ll see.
5) Set the barreled action upside down on your desk or

bench or mom’s COVERED kitchen table, see the two pins about
a half an inch down from the separation of the upper and lower
parts, good, push those out, either way is ok.

You should have two halves now, a barrel in the upper action
with a bolt, and the actual trigger group.

As it sits, the trigger group should be good enough for a good
cleaning without further disassembly, use some Q-tips or the like
to get in the tight spots.

The cleaner the better for the trigger group, and then just a
touch of good grease or heavy oil on the hammer and sear notch
will go far. A drop of the same on the hammer spring and on the
metal to metal area’s works great too. Don’t get too crazy with the
lube, more is not really better.

10-22’s shoot better the more you use them, so the best trigger
job is to shoot them, a lot! Yes, you can buy after market add-on’s
to spiff it up, but I know money is tight so spend your cash on
ammo and have fun.

The upper half with the bolt takes two hands to deal with,
another reason to get mom or dad involved. With the action upside
down, sights down, tap out the back buffer pin, if it hasn’t fallen
out already, pull the bolt back and lift up and out.

The cocking handle and recoil spring assembly will be left in
the upper receiver. Take this part out as well. Clean all concerned
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and make sure you scrub the breach face, the portion of the bolt that
the back of the shell sits against while the gun fires.

Check the extractor, the sharp hook thing on the side of the bolt
and make sure that’s clean as well.

Hint numero uno, take an allen key and make sure the barrel
screws are tight, don’t have to bear down, but they should be very
snug. Allen keys sets are cheap and Dad should have a bunch.

Clean the barrel out and run a final patch through with a good
basic oil or gun lube. I use “Rock and Roll” products here at the
shop, they work, they aren’t expensive and are formulated right here
in Idaho.

Give Mark a call at 1-888-464-7625 and he’ll hook you up.
Scrub the chamber and face of the breach, this is where most of

the trouble and gunk accumulates.
Okay here’s the fun part, putting the bolt back in the gun: lay the

handle in the upturned receiver with the tip of the spring rod in that
little space toward the back of the receiver. Lay the bolt on top,
remember, it’s upside down so the bolt grooves are up and the
breach face, where the shell sits is forward. With one hand pull the
charging handle all the way back and wiggle the bolt on top to find
the groove that handle fits in, it’ll take some practice you’ll get it, the
bolt will drop down slightly and the whole enchilada will slide back
and forth smoothly.

Again, a few drops of good lube on the moving parts.
Don’t forget to replace the big fat pin in the rear of the receiver.

Place the trigger assembly in the upper receiver and insert the two
pins, the holes should line up with minimal effort and as before,
never force.

Replace the whole unit back into the stock, being careful about
the safety button, most of the time the receiver just drops right in,

tighten the screws and your ready to go.
Yes, there are replacement barrels and stocks and every widget

known to gunkind available for these guns, they have a high cool
factor but the stock gun is accurate and reliable and generally lasts
for years and years.

Wipe down the entire outside of the gun and store safely.
We could write books on all the custom work that can be done

with these great rifles. We’ll talk about some stuff like that later.
Shoot safe and often.
“Doc”

RK Gunsmithing:
www.rkgunsmithing.com
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Have you gone to a sporting goods store or a gun show to look at firearms with your mom or dad?  If you
have, you know that it is one of the most fun things you can do, other than shooting a firearm.  If you haven’t, get
busy and talk someone into taking you.  It is a wonderful way to spend some time looking and learning.  The folks
in the stores, or at the gun show booths, love to show you their wares and talk about them.  Ask lots of questions.
You will find that one question and answer will lead to another.

Sporting goods stores will have mostly new firearms but may have some used.  If they aren’t busy they are a
nice quiet place to look and learn.  Gun shows are much bigger and noisier.  But they have the widest variety of
firearms and everything else related to shooting, new and old.  You may even find collectors who bring a
collection to the show just so people can see them.  There are usually old timers, yep, older than me, who can
relate a lot of interesting stories and facts.  They love to talk to young folks like you.

You can easily spend several hours at a gun show.  Most also have eating areas where you can take a break
and sit down and have lunch or a snack.

The last few gun shows I have attended have been really busy.  I hear a lot of concern that some our firearm
ownership rights (and I mean rights, not privileges) may soon be in jeopardy with the current presidential
administration.  Let’s hope not, but keep that in mind when you are old enough to vote.

As you can see from the title of this column, it is about firearms safety.  So how does that apply to stores and
gun shows?  All of their firearms are required to be unloaded.  That is probably correct.  But what are the first and
second commandments of firearms safety?

1. ALWAYS POINT THE MUZZLE IN A SAFE DIRECTION
2. TREAT EVERY GUN AS IF IT IS LOADED

I constantly see these two commandments violated in stores and at gun shows.  As I have said before, what
we practice is what we do without thinking.  If we always practice safety, we will be more likely to be

safe when it counts.
I have seen store customers look at a pistol and have it pointed right at the clerk who handed

it to them.  It makes me cringe, partially from the fact that a firearm is pointed at someone, and
partially from the fact that the person holding the firearm must not know what they are doing and
may not practice safety in the field either.

Gun shows are even worse.  With the crowded areas, especially now, it is harder to be safe, but
it can be done if you think about what you are doing.  You can look at a pistol with the barrel

pointed up just as well as with the barrel level and pointed at someone – same with a
rifle.

Most store clerks check to see that a firearm is unloaded before handing
it to a customer and you should verify that after it is handed to you, just
as you would do anywhere else.  You should do the same at a gun show.

There is some etiquette you should follow at a gun show:
· Always ask permission before picking anything up
· Practice safety
· Handle it carefully
· If you want to be seen as a very considerate person get a silicon

cloth and take it with you to wipe firearms off after handling them, just as
you should do with yours at home

Enjoy looking and learning and doing so safely.

JUNIOR SHOOTERS1616161616



SUMMER 2009 1717171717



JUNIOR SHOOTERS1818181818

ven though Mike Corsi grew up with hunters
in the family, he didn’t take hunting seriously
until 13 years ago when his Dad and his

two brothers-in-law convinced him to go with them
for a weekend of turkey hunting at their camp in
Vinton County, Ohio. He took them up on the
invitation expecting to do the cooking. Instead, he
succeeded in shooting his first turkey. From that
moment on, he’s been hooked on hunting and
decided that he wanted his daughters, Elizabeth
and Sarah, to experience with him the family’s
hunting tradition.

However, Corsi couldn’t legally take his girls
hunting unless they had taken a hunter education
course and were licensed to hunt. It was an
unfortunate barrier that was in their way of spending
some quality time together. His oldest daughter
Elizabeth wanted to hunt with her Dad. She took
the time-consuming and stringent hunter
education course, studied for the test, but never
got the chance to take it because of too many high
school activities, in preparation for college, got in
the way.

“We had done some scouting together,” said
Corsi, which is when hunters scope out the area
they plan to hunt, “but that’s it. She found that part
boring and never got the chance to actually try
hunting.”

Corsi soon learned, however, that Ohio had
passed a new law on September 1, 2006, that
would make it easier for kids to hunt with their
parents. The law created an apprentice hunting

E
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license program, which would allow qualified, licensed, adult
hunters to introduce youth to hunting before completing a hunter
education course.

“When I found out about the apprentice program I jumped at
the chance to sign Sarah up,” said Corsi. “Within two weeks,
we were out in the field, and we were hunting. It was great.”

That first time hunting was awesome for Sarah.
“I thought it would be a good father/daughter experience,”

said Sarah. “I was always too busy with cheerleading and other
school activities. Finding time to hang out with him was hard
enough.”

That first weekend hunting together became a turning point
for Sarah.

“That was the weekend I shot my first turkey,” said Sarah,
then 16 years old. “It was one of the most amazing experiences
I can remember. I didn’t even know my heart could beat that fast
— the adrenaline rush waiting for the bird to just relax so that I
could pull the trigger. It’s a feeling only a hunter could know.
After that, I was hooked.”

In Ohio, new hunters can be mentored for up to three years
before being required to get hunter education certification. Since
that first time turkey hunting, Sarah has had experience hunting

pheasant and deer.
“I got to experience different types of hunting and spend

time with my Dad trying what he really likes to do. Now that I’ve
started, I can’t stop.”

Sarah is now more than ready to take the hunter education
course and the test to get certified.

“Now that I’ve been hunting with my apprentice license, I’ll
take the course knowing more than I would have. I’ll be able to
take the test and pass with flying colors, get my hunting license
and be a real hunter.”

“The apprentice program is fantastic,” said Corsi, “It gives
kids the opportunity to go out in the field and see if they like it
and they don’t have to make up their minds with one experience.
They can try it before they buy it.”

Corsi is thrilled he had the opportunity to share hunting with
Sarah at a young age. He knows she’ll be a lifelong hunter now.
He expects his older daughter, now 21 and a junior in college,
will eventually get her hunting license but regrets that the
apprentice program wasn’t available at a time when he could
have been her mentor, too.

“I missed that chance with Elizabeth,” he said.
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In some states there are laws that stop parents from taking
their young sons and daughters out hunting with them. Their
children must first reach a specific age and have taken a hunter
education course to get licensed to hunt. This means that
families can’t share hunting together until these requirements
are met. The wait, and possibly even the time that is required to
get a hunting license, could cause many young people to lose
interest, and that’s not a good thing for the future of hunting and
all its ties to conservation in America.

Families Afield is helping to break down these barriers.
Since 2004, when the Families Afield initiative was launched,
27 states have lowered minimum age restrictions, created
apprentice hunting licenses and implemented new laws to
welcome youth and other newcomers who would like to try
hunting. To date, more than 208,000 new hunters have taken to
the field under the guidance of licensed adult mentors.

Experiencing hunting with a mentor provides a safe way to
understand and appreciate the hunting tradition. At an early
age, apprentice hunters not only become better prepared for
hunter education courses, which is required to become fully
licensed hunters, but they also come to understand their role
as the next generation of good conservationists.

Three national organizations developed the Families Afield
initiative: the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF), dedicated
to conserving wild turkeys and preserving hunting traditions;
the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance (USSA), which works to protect
and advance the rights of sportsmen and women; and the
National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), the trade
association that represents the hunting, shooting sports and
firearms industry.

More than a century ago, hunters and outdoorsmen warned
that population growth and industrial development created
serious threats to the future of our wildlife resources. These
early environmentalists advocated laws and regulations that
would protect many species of wildlife from extinction and
preserve millions of acres of habitat to ensure future wildlife
abundance. Sportsmen and women helped establish wildlife
management in America and today they are the largest
contributors to conservation because of the many ways hunting
license fees help pay for programs that benefit our natural
resources. Apprentice hunting license sales in states that have
passed Families Afield legislation are also adding to these
contributions in a big way. Because of Families Afield, hunter
numbers are increasing and a new generation of hunters is
ensuring that the future of conservation remains strong.

You can learn more about conservation and the hunter’s
role in wildlife management efforts in the Safety & Education
section of www.nssf.org.

Find out more about Families Afield at
www.familiesafield.org. You can also find out more about youth
hunting opportunities in your state at the National Shooting
Sports Foundation’s portal Web site for new and experienced
hunters and shooters, www.huntandshoot.org.
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arlier this year, Junior Shooters acquired some Glock
pistols to shoot and test. We started with the Glock

model 26, 9mm. A small, compact pistol, it is generally
used for conceal carry and some International Defensive
Pistol Association (IDPA) type matches. Also, because of
its small frame, I was able to shoot and operate it easily
despite having small hands. I first shot the 26 at an IDPA
match in early 2007. Being mainly a rifle shooter, I was new
to both pistols and Glocks. But, despite being completely
new to the sport, the simple design of the Glock made it
easy for me to become comfortable with it quickly. But,

because of the small size, it is harder for those with larger
hands to grip. We added a grip extension on the magazine,
provided to us from Brownells, making the grip longer and
making it easier to keep a good hold on the pistol. Also,
because of the shorter barrel, it does tend to have more
muzzle-flip, but it’s something you learn to handle quickly.
Yet despite its small size, it does not lack the power or
accuracy of a larger pistol.

Junior Shooters also got a Glock 17 in 9mm, which they
sent to Robert Krone of RK Gunsmithing, and a model 22 in
.40 S&W caliber. We had Robert install an OKO red dot

E
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scope and compensator on the 17 so we could shoot it in
IPSC (International Pistol Shooting Confederation) style
shooting in Open class. Although the 26 is smaller and lighter,
the 17 and the 22 are very similar in design and structure. This
made it easy to switch from one pistol to another without having
to adjust very much. But, I found the .40 caliber was a little to
much recoil for me, making it harder to get back on target
quickly, so I decided the 9mm pistols would be better for me
for competition.

I also intended to shoot the 17 in the MGM Ironman Three-
Gun Match in early June. However, as I soon found out, I did
not shoot well with the red dot scope we had installed, being
used to iron sights. My standard Glock 17 (a birthday present
from Andy Fink, publisher of Junior Shooters) hadn’t come in
yet. A friend of ours, and consequently the match director of
the MGM Ironman, Travis Gibson, loaned me his Glock to
practice with until mine arrived. About a week before the match,
the pistol still hadn’t come in yet, so I decided to shoot Travis’
Glock 17 through the match instead. Then, three days before
the match the pistol finally came in the mail. Despite having
only put maybe a hundred rounds through it at most, I decided
to shoot it in the match anyway. I was extremely impressed
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with how well it performed straight out of the box. I didn’t have
any malfunctions through the whole match – and I shot more
than 800 rounds in three days!

After the MGM Ironman, we took all three pistols to the indoor
range in Payette, Idaho, to test the group sizes of each. They all
performed extremely well, and all the groups were small and
consistent.

So, obviously the Glock can withstand some pretty intense
shooting and are extremely accurate and consistent. I was
impressed with the performance of the Glock pistols from the
start. The internal safety makes it simple and quick to shoot
without making it less safe, and the over all quality ensures a
long lasting pistol. I would definitely recommend the Glock for
any and all kinds of shooting disciplines. They’re well made,
tough pistols, and definitely worth it.

Tests were conducted using factory 9mm and .40 S&W
ammunition from: Black Hills Ammunition, Lapua Ammunition,
Sheep Dog Ammo, Winchester Ammunition, and Wolf
Performance Ammunition.

A special thanks to Black Hills Ammunition who provided
thousands of rounds of 9mm ammunition for testing, practice,
and for use in the MGM Ironman.
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ello, my name is Samantha Heisey. I am 12 years old and
I am a member of the Palmyra BB Gun Team. On July 3,

2008 at 6:00 we left Palmyra, Pennsylvania to go to Kentucky.
My team was attending the Daisy International BB Gun
Competition and placed sixth. Even when we found out that we
didn’t come in and place in the top three, we were still very
proud of the work that we put into going to Kentucky. I said to my
mom, “Mom, even though we didn’t place in top three, it feels
like we placed first and not sixth.” I am so proud to say that I was
on a team that placed sixth out of thirty-three teams. It was an
experience that I will never forget.

Palmyra came down to Kentucky with a game face on and
tried our hardest to win but there was a lot of pressure from our
coach about how we need to have our minds set on the gold.
My older sister got me interested in the shooting sports and I

was proud of her when she went to internationals in 2006 and
placed second. I started to shoot when I was eight years old
and started with the 10 lesson course. The first year I didn’t
make it and was pretty sad. Then, I decided to come back and
try it again and made it at the age of nine. I was the youngest kid
to make it onto my head coach Frank Pulli’s team in the twenty-
three years of him coaching. I have been shooting for three
years now and enjoy competitions and it’s a great way to meet
other kids your age that also enjoy the shooting sports. Even
though I haven’t done anything to my gun, my team mate Alyssa
Gestl did, she and her dad painted hers with pink polka dots
and . I enjoy shooting because its something that I can do that
not a lot of other kids my age do or are aware of. My team mates
that went down to internationals with me are Alyssa Gestl, Kelly
Black, Nick Richie, Darian Shenk, Seth Heisey, Samantha

H
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Heisey, and Greg Tonini.
The coaches that went down with us include Erin Gestl, Sam

Shenk, Rick Black, Frank Pulli, Greg Tonini Sr., John Richie,
Morgan Heisey and Skylar Jenkins.

I plan to continue shooting because it is a lot of fun to be able
to say that I was able to place and that I have pride even when we
don’t place in first, second, or third. I am going to try to start other
shooting like air rifle and .22. The support that I am getting from
my friends and family are all positive. They all think that it’s very
cool because there aren’t a lot of girl shooters that can shoot a
constant 94 average. Our team practices at the Palmyra
Sportsman’s Club on Wednesday’s from 7:00-9:00 p.m. and on
Saturdays from 9:00-11:00 a.m. So, four hours a week. My hobbies
include playing the drums and piano, field hockey, and shooting.
My Parents told me at international that no matter what position
we place, we can still say that we came down there with a smile
on our faces and that we can be proud of how we do no matter
what happens even if we only place tenth. Well we didn’t place
tenth, we placed sixth and are very proud of that and can still say
that it feels just as good as first, if not better!

Contact Information:
Daisy Internal BB Gun Championship (IBBGCM):

www.ibbgcm.home.att.net
Palmyra Sportsman’s Club:

www.palmyrasportsmens.com/index.asp
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et me start out with an attention grabber; The Bump Buster
Recoil Reduction System Works!

Mr. Andy Fink, Editor-In-Chief of Junior Shooters, contacted me a
few months before my 2008 African Safari and asked if I would be
interested in field testing Ken Rucker’s recoil reduction system
called the Bump Buster. I did not hesitate to respond with a yes
because I immediately knew which rifle of mine needed a bunch
of recoil reduction.  One of my favorite rifles is a Remington Model
700 chambered for .35 Whelen. I shoot this rifle a bunch, so
much so that it was time to replace the factory barrel! I put countless
number of rounds through this factory barrel and suffered a bunch
of shoulder pounding recoil. In short, I love the cartridge but not
the recoil and believe me a 225 grain bullet pushed at maximum
velocity has some recoil for a 13 year old!

Adults, here is a good tip for you: Recoil reduction plays a key
role in keeping a kid’s interest in shooting and also plays a
major part of shooting accurately for youngsters. The less recoil
the less flinching by the shooter. No kid, including me, likes to be

pounded by recoil. All the kids reading this know what I mean. The
less recoil, the more fun shooting is!

Dad packaged up the Remington 700 and sent it to Mr. Vince
Pastorella in Pennsylvania who can be contacted at 570-454-3011.
Vince is a great gunsmith, one of the best, and enjoys seeing kids
involved in shooting or hunting. Vince performed his accuracy magic
by installing a new stainless barrel chambered for 35 Whelen,
performed a trigger job, tuned the action, and bedded the action in
the factory stock. As soon as Vince was finished with his work, we
sent the stock to Mr. Ken Rucker, owner of Speed Bump Stockworks
(www.speedbumpstockworks.com,) for the installation of the Bump
Buster recoil system. Ken performed a quick turn around for us
because our safari was approaching fast and we needed time to
break-in the new stainless barrel and tweak our custom reloads
that we would be using on safari.

The stock, with the Bump Buster installed, arrived two weeks
before our safari. Dad and I had our reloaded ammo ready for the
stock’s arrival. We developed several loads using 225 grain Barnes
Triple Shock Bullets and 225 grain Sierra Bullets propelled with
Hodgdon 4895 powder. We dropped the action in to the stock and
we were off to the rifle range. I must note, the Bump Buster added
a “touch of class” to the factory stock! I couldn’t wait to squeeze the
trigger and send off the first round! Boom! Wow! The Bump Buster
works!!!! My .35 Whelen shooting a 225 grain bullet recoils less
than a .243! This system is a must for all kids! The reloaded ammo
shot awesome groups. Hodgdon 4895 powder always produces
great accuracy!!

It was now safari time and time to field test the .35 Whelen and
the Bump Buster. Dad and I were hunting with Limcroma Safaris.
Our safari took place in the Limpopo Province of South Africa most

L
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of the time. We traveled to the Kalahari area to hunt Lion with the
bow. Yup…..Lion with a bow and arrow!!!! I’ll write about the Lion
later. It was an adrenaline rush to say the least!

I’ll start off with the hunting success in Limpopo. By the way,
success is not just the taking of a trophy. Success is made up of
the entire journey along the way, the “almosts”, the not “quites”, sun
rises, sun sets, ups & downs, rain and shine, time with family &
friends, new places, meeting new people; all this gets “shaken not
stirred” and eventually takes shape in the form of success.

I met a very nice family from Houston my first week in Africa, Mr.
Marcel, Ms. Missy, Michelle and Ryan (who was 16 at the time).
Ryan wanted to borrow a camp rifle to hunt a Red Hartebeest.
Instead we asked Ryan to shoot the .35 Whelen at the range, and if
he liked it, to please try it out on game, since I started my safari bow
hunting. Ryan loved it and the hunt was on. Ryan shot a monster
Red Hartebeest with the Whelen. He also used it to take an Impala,
Blesbok, and Blue Wildebeest; four animals – four shots with the
custom Whelen. The fine gun smith work by Mr. Pastorella,
combined with the Bump Buster recoil system, and a quality bullet
like the Barnes Triple Shock, not to mention Ryan is a great shot,
all contributed to the collection of fine trophies and memories that
will last a lifetime.

After shooting several beautiful animals with my bow it was my
turn to try the Whelen on a few trophies. Johan LeRoux our
Professional Hunter spotted several trophy Red Hartebeest in an
open area about 200 yards out. I placed the crosshairs of the scope
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on the shoulder of the biggest Red Hartebeest and squeezed
the trigger. The 225 grain Barnes hit its mark and the monster
Red Hartebeest dropped. I saw the Hartebeest drop in the
scope thanks to the Bump Buster!

A few days later I hunted with the Whelen again and had to
make a quick shot on a Duiker. A Duiker is one of the small
critters in Africa. It is one of my favorites. I only had a few seconds
to get the shot off before the Duiker disappeared in the tall
grass. Because I had a lot of confidence in the Whelen’s
accuracy and the Bump Buster reduced recoil enough to keep
me from flinching, I made the difficult shot and harvested a
beautiful trophy.

Mr. Pastorella and Mr. Rucker, Thank you very much for playing
a huge part in my successful experience of a lifetime. Your work
is first class and your support of today’s youth in the preservation
of our gun & hunting rights is greatly appreciated.
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n a mere four-year period, Jared Fodor rose from near
complete firearm unfamiliarity to become an accomplished
Double Trap competitor, propelling himself to the international

scene.
To say that Fodor had humble beginnings is an

understatement. Despite growing up in rural Ohio, Fodor had
never been introduced to the shooting sports. Previous to 2003,
Fodor had never even fired a firearm.

That all changed when Fodor got his first taste of the addicting
sport at a shoot sponsored by the Future Farmers of America in
the fall of 2003 when Fodor was 15. Jim Eyster, president of
Centerburg Youth Shooting Sports, was supervising the shoot
when he happened upon Fodor.

“The shoot was wrapping up when I went into the clubhouse
to invite the workers in the kitchen out to shoot,”
said Eyster. “That’s when I found Jared
fraternizing with the girls in the kitchen.”

Eyster quickly pulled Fodor out to shoot.
While Fodor can’t recall the details of
the shoot, one thing became
apparent, he was hooked.

Fodor quickly bought a 12-
gauge Remington 870, which
he dubbed “Ole Bessy.” Along
with this newest companion,
Fodor joined the ranks of a
handful of dedicated
shooters in Centerburg and
trained through the winter.

While Jared was excited, his mother, Theresa Fodor, was
initially apprehensive. “I would always say when he left the house,
‘Be careful with that thing!’” she said. “But I learned that the
shooters are very safe and it’s not a worry.”

Among the committed few was Daniel Eyster, Fodor’s
classmate, friend, and later teammate. “The winter was terrible,
but we had fun,” said Eyster. “We would fetch some cheap pizza,
play a couple card games of Euchre, and then go out and shoot a
couple of rounds. Overall, it was good adverse weather training.”
“Shooting in the winter made it fun; it was laid back,” said Fodor,
“and it made shooting a less intimidating sport.”

Fodor then came out in the spring of the following year and got
his feet wet as he joined a squad in the Senior Novice division for
the Scholastic Clay Target Program (SCTP), shooting in both the
Ohio State Shoot and the Nationals at Vandalia.

“It went quickly, but it gave me a desire to compete at higher
levels than just local,” said Fodor.

Fodor braved the winter of 2004, training through its entirety
and coming out in the spring of the following year to join the ranks
of a Senior Experienced squad. He and his squad competed
somewhat anti-climactically throughout the season; however, more
importantly, in the summer of 2005 he experienced an exciting

new variation of American style trap, bunker.
“Jim got me involved in bunker, and we started going

down to Fairfield Sportsman’s Association outside of
Cincinnati about twice a month,” said Fodor. “It was a
lot more of an exciting and challenging way to shoot
because there are so many different target
presentations.”

I
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In pursuit of this intriguing new style, Fodor attended the
Ohio Advanced Shotgun Camp in July, where the camp’s
focus was singles. But the camp’s instructor was the
accomplished double trap coach, Lester Greevy, and he
decided to introduce this new discipline to the camp’s
participants.

“Originally, I thought Les was very strict and intimidating,
but, after working with him for a little bit, I realized he was an
excellent coach,” said Fodor. “I found doubles even more
exciting than singles.”

The experience kindled Fodor’s interest in this new
discipline, so he traveled to Greevy’s bunker in Pennsylvania
where he received much appreciated coaching and training.

Fodor then qualified for the 2005 Junior Olympic
Development Camp, a camp designed to introduce SCTP
shooters to the bunker-style trap. Fodor stayed at the Olympic
Training Center for a five-day period in Colorado Springs,
complete with free room and board. During the camp he met
Lloyd Woodhouse and B.J. McDaniel and focused on singles,
relentlessly burning endless numbers of rounds each day.

“At the end of the camp, we had a 75-target match for the
camp crown,” Fodor said jokingly. “It was my first competition
in international-style trap, and I finished fairly well, which
gave me some confidence.”

Fodor journeyed to the National Junior Olympic match in
September to shoot both singles and doubles.

“A couple of shooters from Centerburg and I decided to
shoot at the Junior Olympics (J.O.), so five of us [parents
included] piled into a Suburban and made the 22-hour drive
to Colorado Springs. That’s when I decided I preferred flying,”
said Fodor. “I didn’t know what to expect when I got there, but
what I found is that there are a lot of competitive junior
shooters in the United States. Needless to say, I shot decent
scores and finished in the middle of the pack, but I got my
first experience of what it was going to be like.”

The National Junior Olympics marked the end of the 2005
season, and Fodor continued training, looking toward the
upcoming season.

Once 2006 rolled around, Fodor was placed in the top
Senior-Experienced squad for Centerburg under the
guidance of Tim Young. The team trained and competed
together regularly. Daniel Eyster was among Fodor ’s
teammates. “The team was really cohesive,” he said. “We
shot together well.”

Fodor said that the team would generally start out with a
couple rounds of trap during their Tuesday practices, then
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